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2008 Newslet ter 
 
Message from the President 
 
Dear Members and Friends of CPES/ SCPE: 
 
After the election of officers at last summerÕs Annual General Meeting I sought words of wisdom 
in the texts of my predecessor, Walter Okshevsky, who made CPES/ SCPE history by serving two 
consecutive terms as President (with inimitable style and grace, as you know). From his 2007 
Newsletter Message I learned that Òthe most effective and efficient way to be a success as 
president of a country, organization or an academic society is to surround yourself with very 
bright, highly committed and energetic people, and then sit back with a dram of single malt 
and do nothing lest you spoil their work.Ó I could say that I have followed this advice to the 
letter except that I have not even had to seek out philosophers of education ready to dedicate 
their efforts to the good of our societyÑthey were already hard at work. Here is some of what 
they have been up to since we met at UBC in June. 
 
The question of what we might do to maintain courses, programs, and positions in philosophy 
of education has been a constant theme of CPES/ SCPE discussions for many years, and last 
summer was no exception. Don Cochrane proposed that the 2009 CSSE Conference include a 
session devoted to assessing the status of philosophy of education in faculties across Canada. 
Sandra Bruneau has laid the ground for such an assessment by compiling a list of courses in 
philosophy of education offered by post-secondary institutions from coast to coast to coast. 
This is one among a number of on-going initiatives co-sponsored by CAFE and CPES/ SCPE to 
remind Deans of the value of foundations courses to the education programs. For his part, 
2009 Program Chair James Scott Johnston not only has prepared for the November onslaught 
of paper and panel proposals, but also has laid plans for a panel in Ottawa discussing the 
future of philosophy of education (see call for submissions below). 
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Anyone assessing the state of philosophy of education in Canada would conclude that it is in 
excellent share where its journal is concerned. This is due in large part to he heroic efforts of 

Paideusis Editor Heesoon Bai and her stalwart team: Don Cochrane (Associate Editor), 
Thomas Falkenberg (Managing Editor), Michelle Forrest (Guest Editor, Special Issue), Don 
Kerr (Associate Editor), John Portelli (Book Editor), and Johanne Proven•al (Editorial 
Assistant). On top of producing issues rich with varied content they have been active in 
seeking funding for the journal, for which we owe them a tremendous vote of thanks. You may 
recall that, at the 2008 AGM, a motion was passed to appoint an Editorial Board to take some 
of the load off of the EditorÕs shoulders. If you have enthusiasm and relevant experience to help 
translate this proposal into action, then please contact me at the email address below. 
 
On behalf of the Executive, I want to thank Sandra Bruneau, Executive Director of the 
Association of BC Deans of Education; Past Past President Doug Stewart; and Past President 
Walter Okshevsky for their ongoing efforts on behalf of our Society. A deep bow and tip of the 
hat go to Pia OÕLeary for visual documentation of CPES academic and social events. For 
oversight of CPES business and much else besidesÑthe production of this newsletter not leastÑ
very special thanks are due Claudia Ruitenberg, Secretary-Treasurer and Captain of 
Communications. Her keen eye and strong hand on the tiller keeps CPES/ SCPE steady on 
course. 
 
I hope that you have all either submitted a proposal for a session at the next summerÕs 
meeting or are planning to do so before the November 12th deadline. Please do not forget to 
encourage your colleagues to come, graduate students in particular. I look forward to greeting 
new friends and old at Carleton in 2009. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Daniel Vokey, President 
daniel.vokey@ubc.ca 
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Message from the 2009 Program Chair 
 
It is my pleasure to invite proposals for the 2009 annual meeting of the Canadian Philosophy of 
Education Society (CPES), to be held as part of CSSE and the Congress of the Humanities and 
Social Sciences, 23-26 May, 2009 at Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario. 
 
The 2009 conference theme is "Capital Connections: Nation, Terroir, Territoire." This year we 
would like to try something different. We would like to have a specific panel discussing the 
state of multicultural Canada in light of liberalism and its alternatives. What does it mean to say 
Canada is a multicultural nation? What does/ should this mean for provinical education systems, 
policies, and (especially) human rights and social justice education, both in public schools and 
faculties of education? Papers specifically contributing to this topic will be earmarked for 
inclusion in the panel. 
 
We would also like to put together a panel discussing the future of philosophy of education. As 
most of us know, jobs have become increasingly scarce and, if the discipline of philosophy of 
education requires individuals in named positions, we seem to be in grave trouble. Or are we? 
Is there a consensus on the future of philosophy of education? What can and should be done 
about this situation? Papers specifically contributing to this panel will be earmarked for inclusion. 
 
Beyond this, common formats for CPES sessions have been single- and multi-authored papers 
and topical symposia. Of course, an alternative format, such as a book launch or a working 
session for instructors of philosophy of education courses, is also acceptable. If you would like 
to discuss alternative formats, please let me know. As always, CPES welcomes papers, 
presentations, and symposia from a wide variety of philosophical positions. 
 
All proposals must be submitted through the central CSSE on-line submission system at 
http:/ / www.csse.ca/ Conference/ Conference.htm Please see the right side bar for links to the 
official call for proposals and submission instructions. Since CPES is a special interest group of 
the Canadian Association for Foundations of Education (CAFE), please clearly mark your 
submission "CPES," and make sure you tick "CPES" in the on-line membership and submission 
process. (Otherwise, the submission will be sent to CAFE.) If you also email me when you have 
submitted your CPES proposal, I can make sure no proposal is missed. Deadline for 
submissions is November 12th. Please note that all authors of accepted presentations must 
be CSSE members in good standing for the year of the conference, so don't forget to renew 
your membership when you submit! 
 

We look forward to meeting many new CPES members, and to welcoming you all to Ottawa 
and Carleton University next spring! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

James Scott Johnston, Program Chair 
scott.johnston@queensu.ca 
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Message from the Editor of Paideusis 
 
Greetings! 
 
Ever since I assumed the Directorship of Graduate Programs in my Faculty at SFU in January of 
this year, life has not been the same. Heaving under the heavy responsibility of overseeing the 
academic family of over 900 graduate students and sixty-some faculty members, I am endlessly 
behind with everything, including my editorship work for Paideusis. Nonetheless, the fall issue is 
in preparation, and the expected launch is in late November. Better late than not! 
 
Some good news is that we applied for and won some small funding for Paideusis back in the 
summer. Now we are waiting to hear about the bigger one that we applied for through the 
SSHRC. Everyone, please keep your fingers crossed for this one! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity here to thank deeply all the reviewers who worked hard, 
without a murmur of complaints, reviewing numerous articles this year. Their dedicated 
professional work of the highest calibre is what makes our journal top notch. As well, thanks to 
all the authors who were so gracious in taking the reviewers' exacting and often extensive 
revision suggestions and working diligently to improve and polish their final drafts. Also, I am 
happy to report that Michelle Forrest is working as the guest Editor on a Special Issue that will 
come out in the spring. This special issue is based on select articles that were presented at the 
Conference on Open-mindedness held in honour of William Hare at Mount Saint Vincent 
University. 
 
Wishing you all a great fall-into-winter, 
 
Heesoon Bai, Editor 
hbai@sfu.ca 
 

 

 
Awards 
 
The Canadian Philosophy of Education Society seeks nominations of candidates for its 
Dist inguished Service Award. For a candidate to be eligible for the award, she or he must 
have made important contributions in teaching, research, and professional service to philosophy 
of education in Canada over an extended period of time. Nominations must be made by a 
member of the Canadian Philosophy of Education Society and must be sent to the Award 
Committee by 1st April of the year in which the award is to be made. The nomination should 
include a letter of recommendation, no fewer than three letters of support, and a current CV of 
the person nominated. The award will not necessarily be given each year. The presentation of 
the award is at the discretion of the Awards Committee, which is chaired, by the recent Past-
President and two members appointed by the Executive. Please send nominations, or requests 
for further information, to Walter Okshevsky, at: wokshevs@mun.ca 
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Tribute Conference for William Hare, October 2-4, 2008 
 
 

 
From left to right: Harvey Siegel, William Hare, Eamonn Callan 

 
 
In honour of William Hare's stellar work in philosophy of education and upon his retirement 
from Mount Saint Vincent University, his colleagues organised a conference on the themes of 
his scholarship: open-mindedness and the virtues in education. The conference kicked off with 
the Robert Jackson Memorial Lecture given by Dr. Eamonn Callan of Stanford University.  The 
lecture, delivered to a packed auditorium, focused on the intellectual virtues and vices with 
special emphasis on the importance of intellectual devotion and the dangers of intellectual 
arrogance. Highlights of the conference included William Hare's paper on Socrates and open-
mindedness and Harvey Siegel's challenge to Hare's ideal of open-mindedness. One of Dr. 
Hare's long-time friends and colleagues, Douglas Simpson, who could not be in attendance, 
generously donated a gift tree to honour Bill's service to education. A ceremony of dedication 
was graced by brilliant sunshine and a choir of school children. All involved considered the 
conference a resounding success!     
 
Michelle Forrest 
Mount Saint Vincent University 
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Philosophy of Education Society of Great Britain Annual Conference 
Call for Papers  
 
Friday 3 to Sunday 5 April 2009, New College, Oxford 
 
Papers are invited for the forty-fourth conference of the Philosophy of Education 
Society of Great Britain. Papers should have a philosophical bearing on education and 
may vary from an examination of a philosophical issue in its connection with education 
to a philosophical analysis of some aspect of current educational theory, research, 
policy or practice. The educational bearing of the paper should be rendered explicit in 
the text and, normally, in the title. Three sessions will be reserved for plenary sessions 
but the rest of the conference will be devoted to papers and posters responding to 
this call. 
 
Called papers will be heard in parallel sessions and may take one of three forms: 
 

Wo rksho ps (30 minutes) 
Short papers (maximum 1000 words) presented as a springboard for open discussion 
of a philosophical issue. 
 
Papers (45 minutes) 
Substantial papers (3000-6000 words) presented for critical discussion. 
(Please note that papers longer than 6000 words are unlikely to be considered. 
Note, too, that the usual practice at the conference is for presenters to summarise 
their papers rather than read them in full, as delegates will have had an opportunity 
to read them in advance.) 
 
Symposia (90 minutes) 
Panel discussions of, for example, current policy initiatives or recently published 
books. 

 
Called post ers will be presented in a poster session on Friday afternoon and will 
remain on display for the duration of the conference. Posters should be presentations 
of work in progress and should normally be printed on A2 paper (420x594mm), 
displayed either horizontally or vertically. Accompanying A4 handouts with references 
and contact details are recommended. Intending poster presenters should only submit 
a 100-300 word abstract by the submission date below and should bring their posters 
with them to the conference. 
 
Referee pro cess 
Submitted papers, workshops, symposia and poster abstracts will be blind reviewed by 
the Conference Programme Committee. 
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Inf o rmat i o n fo r  submissio n 
Submissions should be made as an email attachment (preferably a Word file), using 
the authorÕs surname as the fi lename. Submissions should include a tit le page 
containing the following:  

1. Title of paper (or other) 
2. AuthorÕs name 
3. Institutional affi liation 
4. Postal address  
5. Email address  

 
References should conform to the Harvard system. All submissions should be 
accompanied by an abstract of 100-300 words, attached as a separate fi le named 
Ô[authorÕs surname] - abstractÕ.  
 
A complete set of accepted papers will be sent to all delegates on CD-ROM and made 
available on the SocietyÕs website prior to the conference. Unfortunately the Committee 
is not able to proofread papers, so please check spelling and grammar carefully before 
submission. 
 
Pre-co nference st udent  seminar   
The conference will be preceded by a student seminar on Friday afternoon. Details of 
the seminar are available on the PESGB website.  
 
DEADLINE 
Papers and proposals should be submitted by Mo nd ay  5  January  2009  to: 
Professor Richard Smith, Vice Chair, PESGB Office, Association House, 
South Park Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 6SH. 
 
If you have not received an acknowledgement within one week of making your 
submission, please send it again.  We hope to inform authors of the outcome by 
Friday 13 February 2009. 
 
CONFERENCE BOOKING  
The conference booking form will be available from Monday 3 Nov 2008.  
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Photos from the 2008 CPES conference in Vancouver, B.C. (courtesy of Pia OÕLeary) 
 

 
Secretary-treasurer Claudia Ruitenberg and past president Doug Stewart 

getting ready for the AGM 
 
 

 
2009 program chair James Scott Johnston expressing his gratitude at being nominated for the 

job by Paul OÕLeary 
 
 

 
Michelle Forrest and Sandra Bruneau 
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Danielle Brown, Paideusis editor Heesoon Bai and Sandra Bruneau 

 
 
 

 
Peter Kovacs, Rosa Chen and 2008 program chair Ann Chinnery sharing a table at the 

Philosophers and Friends of Philosophers Dinner 
 
 
 

 
Bill Bruneau, Pia OÕLeary and Don Kerr 
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Anne Zavalkoff and Scott Priestman 

 
 
 

 
New president Daniel Vokey and Claudia Eppert 
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Draft  Minutes of  the Annual General Meet ing 
 

Saturday, 31st May 2008 
University of British Columbia 

 
Attendance: Chinnery, A.; Ellett, F.; Bai, H.; Cohen, A.; Brown, D.; Forrest, M.; Bruneau, S.; 
McMaster, L.; Vokey, D.; Zavalkoff, A.; OÕLeary, Pia; Johnston, J. S.; OÕLeary, Paul; Bailin, 
S.; Cochrane, D., Woodhouse, H.; Proven• al, J.; Stewart, D. (Chair in lieu of W. 
Okshevsky); Ruitenberg, C. (Secretary) 
 

1. Call to order. 

2. Approval of agenda (Forrest/ OÕLeary/ passed). 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 2006 AGM (Bruneau/ Ellett/ passed). 

4. Business arising from the minutes: 

4.1 Letter to Deans 

At last yearÕs AGM Walter Okshevsky expressed concern about the 
replacement of positions in philosophy of education in Canada and 
mentioned that CAFE was expected to write a position statement about 
this. We can now report that CAFE wrote a letter and brief to John 
Lundy, President of the Association of Canadian Deans of Education in 
October 2007. The letter was discussed at the ACDE meeting at the 
end of October 2007, and more recently John Lundy sent a reply to 
CAFE. (A hard copy of this letter is circulated and read.) 

 
As part of the same campaign, David Mandzuk and Walter Okshevsky 
co-authored and co-signed a letter (in both English and French) to all 
Canadian Deans of Education earlier this year, calling their attention to 
the sharp contrast between the vitality of the field of philosophy of 
education in Canada (shown, for example, in the record number of 
CPES submissions), and the reduction of the number of academic 
positions in this field. They especially invited the Deans to attend CPES 
conference sessions. The letter was timed so that the Deans would 
receive it not too long before the conference. It remains to be seen if 
it will have any effect. 
 
Doug Stewart also mentions other letters, for instance to retired and 
former members of CPES, and thanks Sandra Bruneau for her help in 
all these efforts. Michelle Forrest adds the positive note that MSVU has 
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recently hired a new philosopher of education (as William Hare has 
retired). 
 

4.2 CPES Dissertation Award  

At last yearÕs AGM a subcommittee was struck to inaugurate a CPES 
dissertation award. Members of this subcommittee were Daniel Vokey, 
Johanne Proven• al and Michelle Forrest. A hard copy of their draft for 
a call for dissertation submissions is circulated. A lively discussion 
follows about the possibility of both English and French submissions, the 
possibility of awards both for Ph.D. dissertations and M.A. theses, and 
the possibility of alternating these awards (e.g., Ph.D. one year, M.A. the 
other). Michelle Forrest, Don Cochrane and Fred Ellett indicate a 
willingness to serve as reviewers of submitted theses or dissertations 
once the award(s) is/ are established, and Howard Woodhouse indicates 
a willingness to help out with French submissions. Further suggestions 
are made regarding the proposalÕs wording of the payment and the 
possibility that the award recipient(s) present(s) at the conference. No 
motion is put forward at this time, but it is agreed that email 
correspondence will continue and a decision will be sought before the 
next AGM. 

5. New business: 

5.1 Amendment to CPES constitution 

Claudia Ruitenberg has noticed that the CPES constitution includes the 
following paragraph on membership: ÒAll persons interested in 
philosophy of education, in any of its aspects, shall be eligible for 
membership provided they are to become members of the Canadian 
Association Foundations of Education and the Canadian Society for the 
Study of Education. There is no additional charge for membership in 
the Canadian Philosophy of Education Society.Ó This last sentence is, 
unfortunately, untrue, as CPES currently does charge a small amount 
for membership in CPES, in addition to CAFE and CSSE charges. CPES 
has its own expenses (such as catering for its AGM and maintenance of 
its own website), and we wish to be able to support Paideusis where 
necessary and possible. Claudia moves to remove the sentence ÒThere 
is no additional charge for membership in the Canadian Philosophy of 
Education SocietyÓ from the CPES constitution. Michelle Forrest seconds. 
Passed. 
 

5.2 CPES Distinguished Service Award 

In the past two years we have not received any nominations for the 
CPES Distinguished Service Award. The CPES Executive would like to 



 13 

remind all members that this award exists, and invites nominations. Past 
recipients have been William Hare (2004), Don Cochrane (2002) and 
Murray Elliott (2001). To be eligible, a candidate must have made 
important contributions in teaching, research, and professional service to 
philosophy of education in Canada over an extended period of time. 
The nomination, made by a member of CPES, must include a letter of 
recommendation, no fewer than three letters of support, and a current 
CV of the person nominated. Nominations should be sent to the CPES 
president by April 1 of the year in which it is proposed the award be 
granted. The award will not necessarily be given each year. The awards 
committee is chaired by the recent past president and two members 
appointed by the executive. A reminder about the award will be included 
in the October newsletter, which is emailed to all members as well as 
posted on the CPES website. 

6. Reports: 

6.1 PresidentÕs (Okshevsky). A hard copy of the report is circulated. (Thunderous 
applause follows.) Sandra Bruneau provides an update on the database of 
philosophy of education courses: she has completed the database for Quebec 
and hopes to finish the remainder quickly. Don Cochrane suggests reserving 
one slot on next yearÕs program (e.g., a roundtable, or a joint session with 
CAFE) for a conversation about the state of affairs of philosophy of education 
at various institutions. 

6.2 Secretary-TreasurerÕs (Ruitenberg). A hard copy of the report is circulated. Don 
Cochrane moves to authorize the executive to allocate up to $300 annually 
for the CPES thesis/ dissertation award. Michelle Forrest seconds. Passed. 
Claudia moves to accept the financial statement. Fred Ellett seconds. Passed. 

6.3 2007Ð08 Programme Committee CoordinatorÕs (Chinnery). A hard copy of the 
report is circulated. Ann moves to accept the report. Howard Woodhouse 
seconds. Passed. 

6.4 Editor of Paideusis (Bai). Heesoon reports that the most recent issue of 
Paideusis has appeared a few days before the conference. This is the sixth 
issue since Paideusis became an open access journal, and each issue has 
had six to seven articles. The quality of submissions and reviewers is good, 
and more than 500 readers have registered electronically. Last yearÕs 
application for a SSHRC grant for open access journals was unsuccessful (but 
only one point short). Another application will be made in June 2008. An SFU 
institutional grant has also been applied for. Heesoon thanks the copy-editors 
(SFU doctoral students), her special advisor Johanne Proven• al, and managing 
editor Thomas Falkenberg. Because of HeesoonÕs busy schedule, Daniel Vokey 
suggests an Editorial Board might support Heesoon with editorial duties 
(separate from reviewing). Don Cochrane moves that the Paideusis Editor be 
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authorized to appoint an Editorial Board, the size and composition of which 
are to be determined by the Editor, subject to approval by the CPES 
Executive. Daniel Vokey seconds. Passed. 

Michelle Forrest asks whether it will be possible to digitize back issues. 
Johanne Proven• al responds that the Canadian Association of Learned 
Journals has sought legal assistance to examine the copyright issues involved 
with digitizing back issues. 

7. Election of Officers: 

7.1 President: Daniel Vokey is nominated by Sandra B. Paul OÕLeary seconds. Don 
Cochrane is nominated by Daniel Vokey. Don respectfully declines. There 
being no further nominations, Daniel Vokey is acclaimed to the position of 
President for 2008-10. 

7.2 CPES Programme Coordinator 2008Ð09: J. Scott Johnston is nominated by 
Paul OÕLeary. Daniel Vokey seconds. There being no further nominations, J. 
Scott Johnston is acclaimed to the position of Programme Coordinator for 
2008-09. 

8. Announcements: 

8.1 Conference at MSVU 

Mount Saint Vincent University is organizing a conference from Thursday 
October 2nd until Saturday October 4th with the title ÒOpen-Mindedness and 
the Virtues in Education,Ó to celebrate the work of Professor William Hare, 
who is retiring this year. Conference submissions will be received until June 
15th. Professor Eamonn Callan of Stanford University will deliver the Robert 
W. Jackson lecture on Thursday October 2nd as part of this conference. 

8.2 Ontario curriculum change 

CPES has received a report prepared by Frank Cunningham (Philosophy, UofT), 
David Jopling (Philosophy, York) and Megan Boler (History and Philosophy of 
Education, OISE/ UofT) on the changed status of philosophy courses offered 
in Ontario secondary schools. I quote from their notes: ÒThe Ontario College 
of Teachers (as mandated by the Ontario Ministry of Education and Training) 
classified the two philosophy courses currently being taught in the secondary 
school system as É "Teachable." This means: 1. that university students with 
a degree in philosophy are eligible to apply for admission to one of the 
ProvinceÕs 30 faculties of education on the strength of this degree alone 
(whereas before those who wanted to work toward a B.Ed. would need a 
major in another, already "teachable," subject such as History or 
Mathematics); 2. that most faculties of education will soon offer courses on 
teaching philosophy; and 3. that the faculties will also offer courses (called 
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"Advanced Qualification" courses) offered to those already teaching in 
secondary schools to qualify themselves to teach philosophy.Ó 

We applaud this development and hope other provinces follow suit. Anyone 
interested in the report can email Claudia. Laura McMaster reports that a 
similar movement is underway in Manitoba, where curriculum change is being 
drafted under the title PITS (Philosophy in the Schools). 

8.3 Michael B. Jackson sends his greetings and reports that Romulo Magsino is 
now well enough to receive visitors (after his accident last year). 

8.4 Members are reminded that the annual conference of the Philosophy of 
Education Society will be in Montreal in 2009. 

 


